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A message from Pat, your 2012-2013 
Indiana South District Governor 

 
Remember when you first became an Optimist and 

the fire you had in your heart equaled the fire in your 

belly?  You were excited to be part of something new, 

something fulfilling, and something that helps your 

community. 

Our 1st Quarter Conference carries the theme of 

"remember when."  But the main theme we want you 

to leave with is a rekindling of the fire in your heart for 

Optimism.  Regardless if you are on fire right now or if 

that spark is just a flicker of what it used to be – you 

can get fuel for it! 

We celebrate the "remember when" theme with 

an appreciation lunch to recognize those Optimists 

who have given of themselves to keep us free so that 

we can serve the youth in our communities.  (See the 

registration form in this issue – and plan on attending 

this important conference.)  Please encourage your 

clubs to sponsor or send their veterans and current 

military personnel members to the appreciation lunch 

to let them know how important their dedication is to 

us! 

Join us in Bloomington, October 19-20, and you 

will meet the 2012-2013 District Team.  You will hear 

about the plans to set "Hearts on Fire in Indiana 

South."  Our "remember when" theme switches to 

"here and now," as we share plans for this year.   

It's a fresh start and time to refuel.  It's time to get 
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rid of the fears about being a successful club and finding new members.  To quote a phrase that hit 

home with my personal fears, "When you look into the abyss and see fear, the abyss is looking back 

at your very soul.  You must walk through the abyss, through the fear and on the other side will be 

freedom."   

At some time we all must face that abyss and walk through the fear.  But there is freedom on the 

other side of the fear and there are sparks of fire to burn away the fear.  As Optimists one of the fears 

we need to burn away is the fear that we someday will cease to exist.  Poor economy and declining 

membership over the past few years makes this fear real.  Let's replace the fear with fire and action. 

There's still a spark in all of us.  We just need to stir the embers and create an intense fire in our 

hearts, like we had when we first became Optimists.  Please take this journey with me.  Let's move 

through the fear and set our hearts on fire! 
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        Darrin Gray, reads from his book The Jersey Effect                                         Group�
�

Indiana South District Meetings 
 
2012-2013 
  1st Quarter: Conference…………….October 19-20, 2012           Bloomington 
  2nd Quarter: Conference…………....January 25-26, 2013           Terre Haute 
  3rd Quarter: Conference…………….April       26-27, 2013           Bloomington 
  4th Quarter: District Convention….August  9-10-11, 201 3         Terre Haute 
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Author Darrin Gray visits Fishers Optimist Club  
June 5, 2012  
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Club Bylaws Need Updating 
  
A lawsuit recently brought to our attention an Indiana law which requires the following actions 
when a club wishes to terminate the membership of a member.  The statute is Indiana Code (IC) 
23-17-8 et seq. 
To assure compliance, and to avoid negative public image, the recommended procedure is for 
each club to amend its bylaws, or its Articles of Incorporation, to add the following language: 
 
To comply with Indiana Annotated Code Section 23-17-8-2 the Articles of Incorporation, or the 
Bylaws of an Indiana Not-For-Profit Corporation must contain a Member Termination Policy which 
specifies a fair and reasonable procedure for involuntary termination of membership in substantially 
the following words and figures: 
 
Herman Greenwood recently reported the above information and provided four pages of information 
regarding this subject which was too long to include in this Bulletin.  For copies of the complete 
package, please contact Herman via email (greenwoodlaw@sbcglobal.net),  myself 
(p_grant@fastmail.fm) or Herman at his address below: 
 
HERMAN GREENWOOD 
Club Policy and Zoning Committee Chair 
1102 N LYNHURST DR 
SPEEDWAY, IN  46224-6811 
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Lucille Ball said... 
 
"One of the things I learned the hard way was that it doesn't pay to get discouraged.  
Keeping busy and making optimism a way of life can restore your faith in yourself." 
  
And you thought you liked her because she made you laugh! 
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Fishers Optimist Club  
  

FOC Fishers Freedom Festival, June 23, 2012  

The Fishers Optimist Club participated in the Fishers Freedom Festival by sponsoring a 
booth at the Business Tent on Saturday, June 23, 2012.  The FOC table was manned by 
Robin Heppner, Deb Reel, Curtis Weed, Mary Weed, and Karen Scheirholz.  We had 
OPTIMIST red bag give-aways and displayed a picture board and scrapbook of our past 
activities and events. 
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Fishers Optimist Club NOW Meeting, August 21, 2012  
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3rd Annual Fishers Optimist Club “Help Them Hear” 
Golf Classic  

On August 7, 2012, 44 golfers teed off in the Fishers Optimist Club’s 3rd Annual Golf Classic.  
As in past years, the temperature proved to be a little warm, but the weather did little to deter 
the determination of the golfers as they competed for both cash and fabulous prizes donated 
by area merchants. 

A new Honda Civic (provided by our Hole-in-One sponsor Penske Honda) greeted everyone 
at one of our tees.  All had aspirations, but unfortunately no one was able to pull off that 
coveted hole-in-one.  Another popular attraction for the golfers was the Putting Contest, 
which was sponsored by Today’s Dentistry. 

McAllister’s Deli provided the evening meal, and cooling beverages were enjoyed throughout 
the day from the “traveling” beverage cart sponsored by the “Tilted Kilt Gals.”  Hole sponsors 
consisted of 21 area businesses and individuals.  In addition, numerous area merchants 
donated gift certificates, coupons, golf items and many other items which were used as door 
prizes. 

The tournament was won by our College Foursome, which included two members from our 
club. 

A special highlight of the day was the introduction of some very special guests.  Two of the 
past recipients of hearing aids from the Indiana School for the Deaf, Nia Voss and Seana 
Baird, both 2nd graders at the school, were in attendance with their parents.  Another 
youngster, 1st grader Josh Russell from Noblesville attended with his sister and has since 
received his hearing aid…the 8th child to receive hearing aids from the Fishers Optimist Club.   
Other guests included Kelly Wuerch, a teacher for the deaf and hard of hearing; Carley 
Anderson, guest Interpreter; and Debra Liebrich, Educational Audiologist at the School for 
the Deaf. 

All in all, it was a wonderful day for the golfers and the club volunteers as they worked 
together to raise money to provide hearing aids for hearing impaired children.  It’s what we 

do to help ��������	
�
�����
���������  

Picture Caption: Josh Russell, Nia Voss, Seana Baird 
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